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Abstract

This article focuses on popular beliefs and rituals of the people of Kermanshah in Ali
Ashraf Darvishian’s stories, a contemporary realist novelists whose works describe social
and cultural conditions of his hometown, Kermanshah. Based on a descriptive-analytical
approach, the writers try to answer these questions: (1) Which popular beliefs and rituals of
Kermanshah have been reflected in the stories of Darvishian? and (2) What is Darvishian’s
purpose behind this? The results show that Darvishian deliberately uses the popular culture
and beliefs of Kermanshah in his stories, especially in the novel Cloudy Years, in order
to make these beliefs well known to the readers and record them forever in the history of
Iran’s literature. This shows the author’s patriotism and keen eye for details as well as the
anthropological value of his works.
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