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Hadith-based Macaronic Language in Prophetic and Alawi Panegyrics: Ibn
Husam Khusfi’s Divan as a Case in Point
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Abstract

Most of the poetry of Muhammad ibn Husam Khusfi, the ninth-century Shii poet, is devoted
to the virtues and praises of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them). His divan contains a
collection of significant hadiths of the Shii tradition. With his mastery over hadiths and
narrations, he incorporated sayings from the Ahl al-Bayt into his poetry wherever the
context required, to the extent that his divan may be considered a book of hadith in verse.
The literary device of bilingualism, called macaronic language in rhetoric, is when poetry
is composed in two or more languages. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this paper
seeks to answer the following questions: What kinds of macaronic language is used in
Ibn Husam’s divan, what themes do they convey, and for what purposes did the poet
employ them? To address the research questions, the paper explores allusions to hadith in
Ibn Husam’s divan and their intra-textual functions. In his works, examples of all forms
of macaronic language can be found—whether authored by the poet himself, Qur’anic,
hadith-based, or proverbial. The findings show that the most frequent type of macaronic
language in Ibn Husam’s divan is Qur’anic and hadith-based. His Shii faith and sincere
belief in the guardianship of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) led him to use numerous hadiths
that highlight the lofty rank of the Imam and his succession. His hadith-based macaronic
language revolves around five semantic axes, including the attributes of the Prophet (peace
be upon him) and his exalted rank; the attributes of Imam Ali; the question of the Prophet’s
succession; the hadiths of the Prophet (peace be upon him) and the hadiths of Imam ‘Ali
(peace be upon him). Whenever Ibn Husam felt that citing the original hadith would have a
stronger impact on the audience, he employed the device of macaronic language. Moreover,
his life of contentment and modest means led him to frequently use hadiths with themes
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of satisfaction and frugality. The words A/i, wali, Dhu al-Figar, and ld fatd are among the
most recurrent terms in the divan of Ibn Husam Khusfi.

Keywords: Ibn Husam Khusfi, Prophetic and Alawi Virtues, Hadith-based macaronic
language, Prophet’s Succession.

Introduction

Macaronic language or Mullama occurs when a poet composes a verse in Persian and
follows it with another in a different language, most often Arabic. Sometimes a poet
alternates between Persian verses and verses in other languages within the same poem.
Etymologically, the word Mullama is derived from /[uma ‘ah, which refers to a dried
fragment of a plant that remains, or a section of cloth or paper in which one part is bright
and another dull. By extension, Mullama or luma ‘ah signifies something composed of two
distinct elements (Homaei, 2010: 146).

The rhetorical art of bilingual composition, referred to by classical rhetoricians as macaronic
language is the practice of writing poetry in two or more languages (Kazazi, 2008: 91).
This literary device has a long history in Persian literature and was employed by poets for
specific purposes. Macaronic language in Persian poetry dates back to the early 4th century
AH, with the earliest surviving example attributed to Martyr Balkhi, a contemporary of
Rudaki (Modaberi, 1991: 27).

Throughout Persian literary history, poets known as Dhu al-Lisanayn (possessors of two
tongues) composed poetry in both Persian and Arabic. Among them was Masud Sa’d
Salman who composed extensively in Arabic and is even credited with having produced a
complete divan in that language. Many later poets—including Sana’i, Khaqani, Sa‘di, Rumi,
Hafez, and Jami—employed macaronic language. Until the 7th century, such bilingual
compositions typically combined Persian and Arabic. Then, examples appeared in other
languages and dialects, such as Turkish, Shirazi, and Gilaki. Jami, a prolific 9th-century
poet, composed 145 ghazals with macaronic language, making him the most productive
poet in this genre (2012: 151). In modern times, poets such as Shahryar have written in
macaronic language in Persian-Turkish forms.

Ibn Husam Khusfi, a 9th-century AH poet from Quhistan, came from a family known for
poetry, literature, preaching, and leadership. He was highly proficient in syntax, semantics,
expression, astronomy, and history, and excelled particularly in interpretation, hadith, and
the science of genealogy. One of Ibn Husam’s remarkable strengths was his mastery of
Arabic and his profound familiarity with the Holy Quran and hadiths. His deep faith in
Islam and the Quran, together with his expertise in both recitation and writing, enriched his
poetry with abundant references to verses and hadiths. His command of hadiths, Quranic
narratives, and the lives of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace upon them) enabled him to weave
numerous Quranic and narrational allusions into his work. This distinctive feature is clearly
reflected in his divan, where scarcely a verse can be found that does not allude—directly
or indirectly—to the Quran or hadith. Ibn Husam also employed allegory extensively to
convey verses and hadiths, making rich use of Arabic similes and metaphors.
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Method

This study was carried out using library resources and a descriptive-analytical approach. Its
primary aim is to investigate the hadith allusions within the prophetic and Alawi themes of
Ibn Husam’s divan and to explore their intratextual functions. To achieve this, the prophetic
and Alawi themes in the divan were first examined, and the glossed verses were identified.
The extracted examples were then categorized according to the thematic function of the
allusive verses, after which each case was analyzed in detail.

Allusion, or glossing, has long been an effective device in traditional rhetoric, employed by
poets for various purposes. The most significant functions of glossing include: educating
and training audiences (as seen in Abu Nasr Farahi’s Nisab al-Sabyan); supporting
arguments by citing Quranic and hadith examples, thereby strengthening claims with
authoritative references; enhancing poetic richness and credibility; confirming, completing,
or emphasizing the intended theme (often in Persian); demonstrating virtue, erudition, and
mastery of Arabic knowledge; showcasing skill and artistry in poetic composition; and, at
times, conveying conclusions, supplications, or prayers.

So far, no research has been devoted to the subject of hadith allusions and their intratextual
function in the Ibn Husam Khusfi’s divan. Previous works have only made brief references
to his knowledge of Arabic. The Divan itself contains numerous examples of different kinds
of allusions—whether drawn from the poet’s own verse, the Quran, hadith, or proverbial
expressions. A closer look reveals that the majority of these allusions are Quranic and
hadith-based. To achieve more precise and reliable results, this study narrows its scope
to the hadith allusions in Ibn Husam Al-Khusfi’s Divan. The research specifically seeks
to identify the hadith allusions within its prophetic and Alawi themes and to analyze their
function, that is, the purpose of their application as reflected in the text.

Analysis

The Divan of Ibn Husam Khusfi is not merely a collection of poetry, but also a repository
of significant Shiite hadiths. Known as a poet of guardianship (i.e., wilayah), this defining
characteristic permeates his entire body of work. As a devoted Shiite, Ibn Hussam’s deep
faith in the guardianship of Imam Ali shapes the themes of his poetry, leading him to weave
hadiths affirming the lofty status of the Imam and the question of his succession into many
of his verses. His hadith-based macaronic language revolves around five semantic axes,
including the attributes of the Prophet and his exalted rank; the attributes of Imam Ali
(peace be upon him); the question of the Prophet’s succession; the hadiths of the Prophet
and the hadiths of Imam Ali.

Results

With his deep command of hadith and narration, Ibn Husam frequently cites traditions from
the Prophet throughout his divan, incorporating them as the context demands so much so
that his divan may rightly be regarded as a kind of book of Hadith. Among the hadiths
attributed to the Prophet (within his work, only four appear repeatedly, each in a glossed
or elaborated form. Two of these are related to the theme of poverty, one relates to Salman,
and the fourth addresses death. The recurrence of these particular hadiths likely reflects Ibn
Husam’s own modest circumstances, his spirit of contentment, and his deep affection for
the companions of the Prophet.
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To describe Ibn Husam’s divan as a sustained praise of Imam Ali would not be an
exaggeration. For this reason, he is regarded as the foremost religious poet of the ninth
century. His hadith-based depictions of Imam Ali center on two principal aspects of the
Imam’s character: his vast knowledge and his courage and heroism. Yet, the most pivotal
theme in Ibn Husam al-Khusfi’s divan is the question of the Prophet’s succession. As
a committed Shiite in an era when Shiism in Iran had not yet assumed the prominence
and official recognition it would later achieve under the Safavids, Ibn Husam articulated
his convictions with remarkable courage. Unlike many of his contemporaries, he did not
practice dissimulation, but was openly known during his lifetime as an Alawi poet. Through
the citation of Qur’anic verses, hadiths, and narrations, he sought to call the deniers of Imam
Ali’s guardianship to the truth—yet always within the bounds of propriety. Nowhere in his
divan can one find a single vulgar or offensive word, even toward his adversaries. Instead,
he adopted the conduct of his leaders, treating others—even opponents—with courtesy
and forbearance. He appears to have believed that such humane behavior exerted a more
profound influence than harshness. Within the Divan itself, only two hadiths attributed to
Imam Ali appear in the form of allusions. Their central themes concern the acceptance
of advice from well-wishers and active engagement in significant matters—two guiding
principles that Ibn Hussam himself seems to have upheld throughout his life.

Among the key and frequently recurring terms in Ibn Husam Khusfi’s divan are Ali, wali,
Dhu al-Figar, and la fata. For scholars and intellectuals, the discussion of Imam Ali’s
vast knowledge is a source of delight, while for ordinary people, accounts of his bravery
and valor hold greater appeal. Ibn Husam skillfully addresses both audiences. Yet, the
circumstances of his time, marked by the scarcity of true scholars, led him to place greater
emphasis on reaching the common people. Consequently, the portrayal of Imam Ali’s
heroic and martial qualities occupies a more prominent place in his Divan.

This focus explains why two particular hadiths, emphasizing the Imam’s courage, appear
repeatedly throughout his work. Ibn Hussam also demonstrates a keen sense of eloquence,
knowing when to employ the original wording of a hadith in order to achieve the greatest
impact on his listeners. In this way, his poetry reflects not only literary artistry but also a
deep reverence for the exalted position of the Ahl al-Bayt.
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