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Abstract

The present study examines the manifestations of eschatological thought (apocalypse) in
the poetry of Mehdi Akhavan-Sales. Using a descriptive—analytical method, the complete
corpus of Akhavan’s poetry were examined, and the poems exhibiting eschatological form
were analyzed in detail. The analysis suggests that eschatological thought is a prominent
concept in Akhavan’s poetry, revealing various dimensions of his worldview. Eschatological
elements in his work may be classified into two general categories: first, poems that do
not possess an explicitly apocalyptic form but contain underlying layers of eschatological
consciousness and allusions; and second, poems that are constructed directly upon
apocalyptic structure and narrative. Furthermore, the findings indicate that eschatological
thought in his poetry predominantly functions within a mythopoetic framework, seeking to
articulate a renewed vision of the world grounded in archetypal patterns yet arranged in a
contemporary configuration.

Keywords: Apocalypse, Akhavan Sales, Eschatological Literature, Modern Poetry,
Eschatology.

1. Introduction

The issue of the end of the world has always been a central topic in philosophy, religion,
culture and literature. It has inspired a wide range of perspectives. The linear conception
of time and the belief in a definite beginning for the universe have given rise to prophecies
and eschatological approaches across cultures and literary traditions. Eschatological
literature, visionary in nature, depicts events such as the destruction of the world, the
emergence of a savior, and the resurrection. In modern Persian literature, especially poetry
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this approach has manifested through distinct religious, cultural and political contexts. The
present study examines the manifestations of eschatological thought in the poetry of Mehdi
Akhavan-Sales, whose works reflect a political and humanistic mindset influenced in part
by Marxist eschatology. Through an analysis of Akhavan’s entire poetic corpus, poems
with eschatological structures were identified and examined to show the poet’s unique
conceptual frame in this domain.

2. Methodology

This article employs a descriptive—analytical method. The complete body of Akhavan-
Sales’s poetry was examined, and the poems displaying eschatological form were analyzed
in detail.

3. Analysis and Discussion

In contemporary literature, especially in modern Persian poetry, the concept of the
apocalypse has undergone a fundamental transformation. Rather than referring to the
imminent end of the world, it has become a symbol of crises and structural ruptures within
human life in the modern age. Mehdi Akhavan-Sales, drawing upon mythological language,
archetypes of Iranian culture, and influences from Zoroastrian eschatological prophecies,
creates a complex and eschatological context that goes beyond traditional religious frames
and evolves into political, social and cultural narratives of ending and transformation. His
poems, through the use of myths of cosmic beginnings and endings, articulate a critical and
despondent perspective on salvation and resurrection. Within this poetic vision, traditional
notions of paradise, hell, and the Day of Judgment are reinterpreteds often depicted as
ineffective, fragmented, or ultimately failed constructs.

In Akhavan’s poetry, eschatological and salvific myths, such as Peshotan, Bahram Varjavand,
Giv, Tous and Garshasp, figures who in Zoroastrian tradition are destined to save the world
at the end of time, not only lose their redemptive function but are portrayed as defeated
and ineffectual. In contrast, the force of evil, represented by Aniran, a symbol of foreign
adversaries and the Antichrist, is depicted as a destructive and opposing power. The tension
between good and evil in these works simultaneously reflects Iran’s national—cultural
identity and serves as a critique of traditional foundations of salvation narratives. Akhavan
also draws upon archetypal motifs of resurrection such as the petrification of humans and
rebirth through water, symbols that, across various cultures, represent temporary death and
the need for deliverance. Yet in his poetry, these motifs, too, encounter failure, indicating
the inadequacy and impotence of traditional Iranian mythological and cultural foundations
in confronting contemporary historical and social crises.

The poem The Tale of the City of Stone is a prominent example of this perspective, in which
an ineffectual mythic savior proves incapable of rescuing a passive and debilitated society
and ultimately descends into despair and solitude. This narrative serves as a critique of
traditional hopes for messianism and collective salvation. The institutionalization of the
idea of failure in Akhavan’s work is not limited to this poem. In fact, the poem The Man
and the Mountain likewise portrays a futile anticipation of a timid and powerless savior
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who is afraid even of his own shadow and thus fails to deliver a weary and oppressed
society. Ultimately, by depicting the defeat of heroic and salvific figures, Akhavan reflects
the profound social and historical frustrations of his time and expresses disillusionment
with the possibility of collective liberation. This critical and pessimistic stance toward
messianism and transcendent salvation echoes the bitter historical experiences and the
crisis-ridden condition of society during the years preceding and following the coup of 19
August 1953.

4. Conclusion

Mehdi Akhavan-Sales reimagines the eschatological myths and archetypes of Iranian culture
and Zoroastrian tradition within a new and distinct framework, one liberated from religious
constraints and transformed into a symbolic medium for expressing political, social and
cultural tensions and dissent. Like many of his contemporaries, he understands apocalyptic
forces and salvific heroes as ineffective, and through a tone marked by irony and despair,
he shows their failure. These failures not only show Akhavan’s social and political despair,
but also lead to his philosophical disappointment about the inability of core Iranian cultural
foundations and ways of thinking to give meaning or purpose to human existence. In the
end, Akhavan portrays the modern human as eternally alone, living in an atmosphere of
failure and the absence of any hope for salvation.
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