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Abstract

Moral and educational concepts are among the central principles of Islamic life, especially in
the present era. The writers and thinkers of this field, while explaining the important position
of morality, have continuously directed human attention towards moral virtues. The poems of
Ibn Hussam Khusfi and Sayyid Razi are rich examples in Persian and Arabic literature. These
poets are famous and prominent figures of their time who were greatly influenced by the pure
teachings of Islam and the lifestyle of the pure Imams (a.s.). They were from the lineage of
scholars and saints of Islam, and their special devotion to the lifestyle of the Imams of guidance
is indescribable. Ibn Hussam, the epic poet of the Shiite sect of the ninth century, has always
emphasized moral teachings and the importance of human and social education in his poems,
along with other literary concepts. Seyyid Razi, a famous and great Shiite writer and poet, has
mentioned various moral and educational teachings in his poems. The present study, using the
method of description and content analysis and based on the research questions, has analyzed
the moral-educational components in the ritual poems of Ibn Husam Khusfi and Seyyid Razi.
The results of the study indicate that the two poets, by promoting moral values and educational
themes, have created a significant transformation in educational literature and have achieved a
high rank and position among their contemporaries. The description of courage, humility and
modesty, patience in facing the affairs of life, sacrifice and self-sacrifice, the importance of
knowledge and understanding in the way of the Almighty, simplicity of life and contentment
are among the most prominent topics that have been considered by the two poets, along with
moral dos and don’ts.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Didactic literature is one of the oldest and most extensive forms of literary expression,
primarily concerned with education, moral instruction, human development, and guiding
individuals toward a virtuous way of life. In Islamic literary traditions, ethical and educational
concepts are frequently intertwined with the teachings of the Qur’an, the Prophet Muhammad,
and the lives and virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt. Ibn Husam Khusfi, a prominent ninth-century AH
Shiite devotional and epic poet, and Sharif al-Radi, a distinguished fourth-century AH Arab
poet and Shiite intellectual, are among the poets whose works contain substantial ethical and
educational teachings. Although previous studies have examined the social, cultural, and
ethical dimensions of the works of each poet separately, a comparative study focusing
specifically on ethical and educational themes in their devotional poetry has received
comparatively little attention. Therefore, this study aims to comparatively examine the didactic
perspectives of Ibn Husam Khusfi and Sharif al-Radi and to identify the most prominent ethical
and educational themes in their devotional poetry.

Methods

This qualitative study employs a descriptive-analytical approach based on library research.
The primary data were collected through close examination of the poetic works of Ibn Husam
Khusfi and Sharif al-Radi, together with relevant scholarly sources concerning their lives,
historical contexts, intellectual backgrounds, and literary works. Ethical and educational
concepts expressed explicitly or implicitly in their devotional poetry were extracted,
categorized, and comparatively analyzed. Particular attention was paid to the historical, social,
cultural, and religious circumstances surrounding the two poets in order to distinguish both
shared ethical principles and differences arising from their respective contexts.

Results

The findings demonstrate that ethical and educational instruction constitutes a significant
component of the devotional poetry of both poets. Seven major themes were identified:
courage, patience and forbearance, self-sacrifice and devotion, propriety and good conduct,
knowledge and spiritual awareness, humility, and simplicity and contentment. In the poetry of
both Ibn Husam and Sharif al-Radi, courage extends beyond physical bravery and encompasses
rational resistance to injustice, defense of truth, perseverance, and the struggle against
falsehood. The heroic character of Imam Husayn is repeatedly presented as an exemplary
embodiment of this virtue. Patience and forbearance are likewise represented as essential moral
qualities grounded in reason, self-control, and the ability to respond wisely to anger and
hardship. Self-sacrifice is particularly associated with the suffering, martyrdom, and devotion
of the Prophet’s family and other religious exemplars. Both poets also emphasize propriety,
respectful conduct, and good manners as fundamental conditions for human dignity and social
esteem. Knowledge and spiritual awareness occupy another central position: lIbn Husam
explicitly connects self-knowledge with knowledge of God, while Sharif al-Radi associates
rationality and sound judgment with moral excellence. Humility is portrayed as a prerequisite
for genuine greatness rather than a sign of weakness. Similarly, simplicity and contentment are
presented as manifestations of faith, satisfaction with divine providence, independence from
worldly attachments, and inner tranquility. The comparative analysis reveals considerable
convergence between the two poets despite differences in language, historical period, and
sociocultural environment. Both regard the Ahl al-Bayt as fundamental ethical models and
transform religious teachings into accessible literary and educational messages.
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Discussion and Conclusion

The results indicate that the poetry of Ibn Husam Khusfi and Sharif al-Radi possesses not only
considerable literary and devotional value but also a distinct educational function. Through
praise, religious devotion, historical exemplification, heroic imagery, and emotional
expression, both poets transform ethical principles into concrete models of human conduct.
Their poetry presents faith, knowledge, and morality as interconnected dimensions of a
virtuous life. In Ibn Husam’s poetry, the social and moral conditions of the Timurid period—
including oppression, injustice, hypocrisy, and social insecurity—appear to have strengthened
his emphasis on moral reform, justice, religious commitment, and resistance to corruption. In
Sharif al-Radi’s poetry, ethical instruction is closely associated with rationality, human dignity,
noble character, self-restraint, and devotion to the Ahl al-Bayt. Despite their different historical
contexts, both poets share a fundamental concern with cultivating morally responsible and
spiritually aware individuals. Their devotional poetry therefore functions simultaneously as
literary expression, religious testimony, and ethical instruction. The study concludes that the
ethical teachings of these two poets provide valuable material for comparative studies of
Islamic didactic literature and can contribute to a deeper understanding of the relationship
between religion, morality, education, and literary creativity in Persian and Arabic literary
traditions.
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