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Abstract

This study aims to identify and examine astronomical knowledge, as well as its use and
influence in the life and society of the Kormanj nomads of North Khorasan. The research was
conducted using both fieldwork and library-based methods. The folk beliefs common among
Kormanj nomads regarding celestial bodies are classified into four categories: beliefs related
to the Moon, beliefs related to stars, beliefs related to constellations, and calendar-related
beliefs. The findings show that the Kormanj nomads lived within a framework of traditional,
non-scientific beliefs and were strongly convinced of their validity in managing different
aspects of nomadic life. Most of these beliefs reflect ideas that people in the past held about
stars, celestial bodies, and their effects on nomadic life and natural phenomena. The nomads
adapted these beliefs to their daily lives. Some of the astronomical beliefs of this community,
although mixed with superstition, have roots in the ideas and worldviews of ancient societies,
while others have a scientific basis. In addition, some of the astronomical beliefs common
among the Kormanj nomads originate from Iranian mythological traditions and religious
systems such as Zurvanism, Mithraism, and Zoroastrianism.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
Folk beliefs and ritual beliefs are among the main components of folk culture. They appear in
various forms, such as oath-taking, sacrifice, superstitious beliefs about stars and their
influence on people’s lives, beliefs in the auspicious or inauspicious nature of stars and planets,
the effects of celestial bodies on human destiny, and the sacred status of the Moon, the Sun,
stars, and planets.
This article aims to examine the folk beliefs of the Kormanj nomads of North Khorasan
regarding celestial bodies and their influence and function in the lives of past generations of
this community. The study seeks to answer the following questions:

1. What were the folk customs and practices of the Kormanj nomads of North Khorasan

concerning stars, planets, and astronomy?

2. How did these nomads apply astronomical beliefs to their daily lives?
2. Research Method
This study is based on both fieldwork and the examination of written sources. The fieldwork
was conducted through interviews with five men and four women, all aged 60 years or older,
from Kormanj nomadic communities. The collected data were then analyzed and examined
through a review of relevant articles and other written sources using a library-based research
method.
3. Results
Since the emergence of modern humans on Earth, the study of the sky, stars, and the
interpretation of celestial movements has always attracted attention. This interest has been
driven both by practical needs—such as understanding the seasons, weather changes, rainfall,
and agricultural fertility—and by the desire to uncover the mysteries of the universe
(Taherkhani, 2019, p. 68). In the Epistles of the Brethren of Purity, knowledge is divided into
four categories: mathematical-educational sciences, physical-natural sciences, psychological-
rational sciences, and religious-divine sciences. Astronomy is classified under the
mathematical sciences and is further divided into three branches. The first is astronomy proper,
which deals with the structure of the celestial spheres, the sizes of stars, and the divisions of
the zodiac. The second concerns astronomical calculations, calendars, and the determination of
dates. The third is astrology, which seeks to interpret the movements of the heavens, the rising
of zodiac signs, and the motions of stars in order to predict events that have not yet occurred
beneath the sphere of the Moon (lkhwan al-Safa, 2017, p. 144). This classification clearly
demonstrates the importance and status of astronomy in earlier intellectual traditions. Because
of the significance attributed to astronomy and celestial influences in the lives of the Kormanj
nomads of North Khorasan, members of this community have long paid attention to such
matters and developed a range of beliefs based on them. An anthropological examination of
the astronomical folk beliefs of the Kormanj nomads shows that, despite technological
advances and scientific progress, many traditional beliefs have remained influential and
continue to be preserved within the community to the present day.
4. Discussion and Conclusion
The astronomical folk beliefs of the Kormanj nomads concerning celestial bodies can be
grouped into four categories: beliefs related to the Moon, beliefs related to stars, beliefs related
to constellations, and calendar-related beliefs. The findings of this study show that the Kormanj
people of North Khorasan had a strong belief in the importance of stars and the Moon.
Throughout their lives, they sought to follow these beliefs and pass them on to future
generations. The use of celestial bodies and astronomical beliefs was especially important in
the daily lives of nomadic tribes. As a result, they preserved the astronomical knowledge
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inherited from their ancestors and continued to apply it in everyday life. They used the Kah-
Kesh star to find their way and relied on certain stars to determine the time of migration.
According to their beliefs, stars and celestial bodies could also influence human health and
physical well-being. In addition, the existence of local and traditional names for diseases, stars,
months, and years helps us better understand and appreciate their worldview and cultural
beliefs. The Kormanj tribes used the Donb star to determine the direction of migration and the
Kah-Kesh star to find their way back to their tents when lost in the open plains. Under a clear
sky, they used the Ishiq star to locate the south. The star known as the “Seven Brothers” served
as a moral example in advising their children. The Libra star symbolized justice and also
functioned as a natural clock while they were grazing sheep. The Chigaveh Doj star was
associated with expressing wishes and hopes, while the Shab-Kesh star reminded them to
protect their flocks from severe cold and wild animals. During leisure activities, they used the
Nekho star for orientation and navigation. The Moon and the lunar halo were used to predict
rain or snow. In addition, each month of the year was associated with a particular symbol. For
example, Ordibehesht (May) was regarded as the guardian of fire, Mordad (August) as the
symbol of immortality, Aban (November) as the guardian of water, and Bahman (February) as
the guardian of animals. Finally, some of the beliefs found among the Kormanj nomads have
roots in religious teachings, which adds to their cultural and historical significance.
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