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Abstract

Literature, as a cultural institution, plays a central role in organizing collective memory and
shaping social identities. In times of crisis, such as war, its role in creating and legitimizing
narratives becomes even stronger. This study aims to explain the symbolic processes and
mechanisms through which the ritual of sacrifice is reproduced in the poetry of leading Sacred
Defense poets. The main research question is how Sacred Defense poetry reinterprets and
reconstructs patterns and symbols of sacrifice through the combination of national myths,
mystical teachings, and religious signs. It also examines how this reproduction influences
symbolic capital, collective identity, and the contemporary value system. In addition, the study
explores the symbolic and narrative structures through which the ritual of sacrifice is
reproduced and legitimized as a cultural and identity-forming construct in Sacred Defense
poetry. The research uses qualitative content analysis within the framework of cultural
reproduction and is based on selected poetic texts. The findings show that the reproduction of
the ritual of sacrifice occurs in three main ways. First, national myths and religious narratives
are blended and reorganized, making resistance appear natural and ritualized. Second,
traditional mystical teachings are transformed into a form of practical mysticism of martyrdom,
in which the individual experience of self-annihilation is turned into a collective act of sacrifice.
Third, narrative and symbolic links to the culture of Ashura and Qur’anic verses provide
religious legitimacy and moral authority for the ideal of martyrdom. These processes lead to
changes in meaning, the formation of new cultural dispositions, and the sacralization of military
struggle. As a result, Sacred Defense poetry functions as a socio-cultural construct that
transforms the culture of martyrdom into a form of collective symbolic and psychological
capital and strengthens the reproduction of the prevailing political and value-based order.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Literature has always served a role beyond its purely aesthetic function. It produces and
redistributes meaning, especially during critical historical moments. In such periods, literature
provides a space in which societies not only reflect external realities but also create visions for
the continuation of collective life and the reconstruction of their cultural identities. Among the
many cultural patterns found in literature, the ritual of sacrifice holds a special place. It operates
at both the sacred and social levels and represents the highest forms of self-sacrifice and
conscious devotion. This pattern has remained deeply rooted in the collective consciousness
from early rituals to the Abrahamic traditions, particularly within the Abrahamic-Islamic
heritage. In Iranian-Islamic culture, narratives such as the sacrifice of Prophet Ishmael (Ismail)
and the martyrdom of Imam Husayn have elevated this ritual to a transhistorical status. An
examination of the works of prominent Sacred Defense poets, including Qeysar Aminpour,
Seyyed Hassan Hosseini, Nasrollah Mardani, Salman Herati, Ali Moallem Damghani, Hamid
Sabzevari, Ali Mousavi Garmaroudi, Hossein Esrafili, and Alireza Ghazveh, shows that a triad
of Iranian myths, Islamic mysticism, and the culture of Ashura has been employed to recreate
and reinforce the ritual of sacrifice. This combination provides a powerful framework through
which sacrifice is reinterpreted and given renewed cultural and spiritual significance.

2. Research Method

This study follows an inductive approach. In other words, it moves from the observation of
linguistic and symbolic data in poetic texts toward the identification of conceptual categories
and, ultimately, the development of a theoretical model explaining why and how the ritual of
sacrifice is reproduced. The process of data collection and analysis is based on qualitative
content analysis, specifically an interpretive-thematic approach, applied to a purposive sample
of works by the key Sacred Defense poets mentioned above. The selection criteria included the
presence of sacrificial symbols, references to Iranian-Islamic archetypes, and the use of
mystical, national, and religious themes in the poems.

3. Findings

An examination of Sacred Defense poetry shows that the ritual of sacrifice, as one of the
deepest archetypes of Iranian-Islamic culture, was not merely a repetition of past elements
during this period. Rather, it was recreated and restructured in a new form that corresponded
to the socio-political context of the Islamic Republic of Iran. This reproduction developed
through the connection and interaction of two distinct yet mutually reinforcing symbolic
domains:

e Mythical-territorial memory, in which national heroes such as Arash the Archer, Kaveh
the Blacksmith, and Siavash appear as symbols of self-sacrifice and devotion to the
homeland.

e Religious-sacred memory, in which figures such as Prophet Ishmael (Ismail) and the
martyrs of Karbala are presented as exemplary models of sacrifice within a sacred and

religious framework.

The convergence of these two symbolic reservoirs within a shared field of meaning made it
possible for myth and religion to overlap. As a result, narratives emerged in which the
homeland was viewed as an extension of sacred values, and defending it was understood not
only as a national duty but also as a religious and ritual obligation.
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A close reading of these poems reveals that the reproduction of the ritual of sacrifice followed
two interconnected paths that together formed a mechanism for granting sacred and national
legitimacy to resistance:

o The first path: the integration of national and religious myths. This synthesis creates a

continuous symbolic lineage. By placing the struggle of the contemporary soldier
within the timeless and archetypal conflict between good and evil, it presents resistance
as a natural and ongoing tradition.

o The second path: the reinterpretation of mystical themes. Sacred Defense poetry draws
on the vocabulary of Iranian-Islamic mysticism, particularly concepts such as fana
(self-annihilation), and transforms them into a form of social and militant mysticism.
In this process, the individual spiritual journey of the mystic becomes collective and is
directed toward the battlefield, where martyrdom is portrayed as the highest practical
expression of union with the Divine Truth.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

An examination of the reproduction of the ritual of sacrifice in Sacred Defense poetry reveals
that this phenomenon is not a simple repetition of ancient rituals. Rather, it is a multilayered
reconstruction that acquired new meanings and functions within the context of Iran’s cultural
and identity transformations after the Islamic Revolution and during the Iran—Iraqg War. This
reconstruction drew simultaneously on historical-territorial memory and religious-sacred
memory, creating a dual and overlapping symbolic sphere. Within this sphere, the defense of
the homeland was understood both as a continuation of national epics and as the fulfillment of
a sacred religious duty. In this framework, concepts such as self-sacrifice and martyrdom
moved beyond the level of individual acts or limited rituals and became central elements in the
formation of Iranian collective identity. As a result, Sacred Defense poetry succeeded in
transforming the culture of martyrdom into a powerful form of collective symbolic and
psychological capital. This capital played an important role in strengthening the social and
political order and reinforcing the dominant value system of its time. The patterns created by
these poets continue to provide valuable insights into Iranian identity and contemporary
cultural production.
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