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Abstract

In Tarikh-i Bayhaqi (i.e., History of Bayhagqi) the military forces played an important role not
only in fighting enemies and carrying out offensive and defensive operations, but also in
political and ceremonial affairs. These functions were associated with specific purposes and
messages and were carried out through particular rituals and ceremonial practices.
Understanding these rituals and their instruments is essential for gaining a better knowledge of
the history and culture of Iran during the Ghaznavid period. To achieve this goal, this study
examines the ceremonial functions of the army and military affairs in Tarikh-i Bayhaqi. The
research uses a descriptive-analytical method based on library sources and note-taking from
textual evidence. Although the overall approach is qualitative and inductive, frequency counts
and quantitative methods are also employed where required. The findings show that most
military ceremonies described in Tarikh-i Bayhaqi are related to the bestowal of robes of honor,
the appointment of military officials, and military inspection ceremonies. These events are
described in considerable detail throughout the text. The most important military positions
mentioned in political and military ceremonies are the royal slave corps and the commanders
of the army. In addition, special military instruments and sound-producing devices were used
in various court ceremonies. Some of these, such as the angoshtvaneh (finger guard) and the
trumpet, served mainly ceremonial rather than military purposes in the text.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
The army and military forces have long been recognized in all societies as the institutions
responsible for protecting the territory and defending the state against enemies. In addition to
these military functions, they have also performed important ceremonial roles throughout
history, serving to display the grandeur, authority, and power of the royal court and its rulers.
These ceremonial functions required specific instruments, practices, and forms of participation,
and were carried out through established rituals and protocols. Tarikh-i Bayhaqi provides
detailed descriptions of various military ceremonies and the instruments associated with them.
Considering the importance of these rituals and objects in conveying political and military
messages, as well as their historical and cultural value, this study examines and analyzes the
ceremonial functions of the army and military affairs in Tarikh-i Bayhaqgi. The aim is to gain a
better understanding of these ceremonial functions and the specific roles played by military
instruments and courtly customs. This study addresses the following questions:
e In Tarikh-i Bayhagi, what weapons and military instruments did soldiers use while
participating in political and military ceremonies?
e Which ceremonies and rituals appear most frequently in the text, and how were they
conducted?
e Which groups of military personnel took part in these ceremonies, and what roles did
they perform?

2. Research Method

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method based on library research and systematic
note-taking from textual evidence. The textual evidence is examined through the comparison
of multiple examples from Tarikh-i Bayhagi. By analyzing the details of these examples and,
where appropriate, the frequency of the evidence, meaningful patterns are identified and
interpreted, leading to the study's conclusions.

3. Findings

Overall, the ceremonial elements of military affairs in Tarikh-i Bayhaqgi can be divided into
three main categories: (1) ceremonial equipment, including weapons, insignia, and military
sound instruments; (2) military offices that carried specific ceremonial responsibilities; and (3)
ceremonial rituals and practices performed by military personnel. The ceremonial weapons
mentioned in Tarikh-i Bayhaqi include the bow and arrow and their related equipment, the
shield, the sword, the mace, and the javelin. Some of these weapons, such as the sword, were
presented as robes of honor to military and administrative officials. Others, such as the javelin,
were used during military inspection ceremonies, while the mace was carried during official
receptions for distinguished guests and envoys of the caliph. The military insignia and
standards include banners, the royal parasol, and the angoshtvaneh (finger guard). Several
types of banners are mentioned, including the broad banner, the great banner, the black banner,
the red banner, and the lion-emblem banner. The royal parasol was generally reserved for the
sultan and his deputy. The angoshtvaneh served as a symbol of victory and, in the text, has no
offensive or defensive military function. The military sound instruments mentioned in Tarikh-
i Bayhaqi are the trumpet, the kettledrum, and the elephant-skull helmet. These instruments
were sometimes used together, and their meanings changed according to their combination.
For example, the sound of the trumpet accompanied by the drum announced celebration and
festivity, whereas the trumpet played together with the kettledrum signaled the beginning of
battle.
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In addition to ceremonial equipment, certain military offices also carried specific ceremonial
duties. The commander-in-chief led the military procession during official receptions. The
colonels marched behind the chamberlains to welcome the caliph's envoy, and their ranks were
distinguished by golden or silver belts.

The royal slave corps performed several ceremonial functions: (1) they stood in formation
before the amir and military commanders, as well as during major religious festivals; (2) they
welcomed the amir and high-ranking envoys while carrying gold- and silver-decorated
weapons; (3) they participated in military inspection ceremonies; and (4) they played an
important role in delivering letters announcing victory and the angoshtvaneh.

The military-related ceremonies described in Tarikh-i Bayhagqi fall into three main categories:
(1) the bestowal of robes of honor upon military personnel, (2) military inspection ceremonies,
and (3) official receptions for the amir or distinguished envoys.

Robes of honor were presented in the form of ceremonial clothing on three main occasions:

a) when an individual was appointed to a permanent official position;

b) when a person was appointed to command a military campaign;

c) as a general reward or royal gift, usually after bringing good news or following a military
inspection ceremony.

The military inspection ceremony ( ‘arz) described in Tarikh-i Bayhaqi included the following
elements:

Place of the ceremony: During times of peace or when no immediate threat existed, the
inspection was held in the Firuzi Garden, the Shadiyakh Garden, or the plain of Shabahar.
During wartime or in periods of imminent danger, the sultan observed the inspection from the
top of a hill.

Time of the ceremony: The duration of the inspection depended on the circumstances. For
example, the inspection held during the Feast of Sacrifice (‘Id al-Adha) could last from one
day to an entire week. When the army was preparing to march to battle and the inspection took
place immediately before departure, it lasted from morning until evening.

Order of the military procession: If the viceroy attended the inspection, his procession passed
first. It consisted of the royal slave corps, followed by the infantry, with lower-ranking slaves
at the rear. Afterward, the military commanders and the chamberlains passed by, each
accompanied by their own troops.

Tarikh-i Bayhaqi describes two types of official reception ceremonies. The first was held when
the ruler entered a newly built throne hall or palace, for which magnificent ceremonies were
arranged. The second was organized to receive distinguished envoys, especially representatives
of the caliph. During these ceremonies, the royal slave corps stood in formation carrying richly
decorated golden weapons, while elephants were lined up as symbols of military power and
royal authority.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Military ceremonies during the Ghaznavid period were primarily intended to display royal
power and wealth or to mark the transfer of authority among military officials. Military
personnel and equipment were used as important elements in these ceremonies. In Tarikh-i
Bayhaqi, most military ceremonies are related to the appointment of military officials, the
presentation of robes of honor and gifts, and military inspection ceremonies. During these
events, military officials marched according to their rank and status, while elephants were also
inspected as symbols of military strength and royal grandeur. Among military officials,
commanders-in-chief and their ghazi commanders received the greatest number of robes of
honor. Among the military personnel who participated in ceremonial events, the royal slave
corps played the most prominent role. They performed various ceremonial duties while
carrying different types of military equipment and weapons. The ceremonial military
equipment described in Tarikh-i Bayhagi also served different functions depending on the type
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of weapon, its material, and the individuals who carried it. Some items, such as the
angoshtvaneh had an exclusively ceremonial function in the text, whereas others, such as the
sword, were used both in warfare and in ceremonial contexts. Among the military insignia, the
banner is mentioned most frequently, while the trumpet is the ceremonial sound instrument
used most often. It was mainly played during victory celebrations and official receptions for
distinguished envoys.
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