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A critical edition based on a comprehensive examination of all available manuscripts, with the
aim of identifying the more difficult reading and conducting a critical stylistic analysis, plays
a vital role in recovering the authentic and unmodernized language of a literary text. Khavaran-
nameh, one of the greatest Persian epic poems, has long lacked a critical edition despite its
literary significance. Its considerable length, the wide variety of surviving manuscripts, and its
unfamiliar narrative derived from the oral tradition of the managibi storytellers have all
contributed to the delay in producing a reliable critical text. The present author has completed
a new critical edition of the poem over the course of a ten-year project. For the first time, this
edition is based on the examination of all known manuscripts worldwide, the selection of
approximately thirty superior witnesses, and the use of fifteen carefully chosen manuscripts in
the editorial process. This edition has restored numerous rare words and expressions that had
generally been replaced by simpler or vocalized equivalents in previous non-critical editions.
These restored lexical items provide valuable new evidence for Persian lexicography. This
article surveys a selection of the most significant examples recovered through the new edition
of Khavaran-nameh and analyzes them in comparison with major Persian lexicographical
sources.

* Corresponding: Farzad Ghaemi, ghaemi-f@ferdowsi.um.ac.ir

- Cite this article:

Ghaemi, F. (2026). Rare Words and Expressions in the Khavaran-nameh and the Role of a Critical Edition in Improving
Persian Lexicography. Journal of Ritual Culture and Literature, 5(10), 117-142.
https://doi.org/10.22077/jcrl.2026.10604.1251

@ Copyright © 2026 by the authors, Published by University of Birjand. Submitted for possible open access publication under the
terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) license
B (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).


https://doi.org/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0633-6894

118 | Journal of Ritual Culture and Literature, 2026, Vol. 5, Issue. 2, No. 10

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

One of the main benefits of having a reliable critical edition with manuscript evidence is that
it helps improve our knowledge of the Persian language. A critical edition based on a
comprehensive study of all available manuscripts, with attention to difficult readings and
stylistic analysis, plays an important role in recovering the original and unaltered language of
a literary text. The Khavaran-nameh is one of the finest epic poems in Persian literature. Its
great length, the large number of surviving manuscripts, and its unusual narrative, which comes
from the oral tradition of the managqibi storytellers, have delayed the publication of a critical
edition despite the work’s literary importance. The main purpose of this study is to examine
the linguistic and lexical value of the Khavaran-nameh by comparing it with the major sources
of Persian lexicography. A secondary aim is to highlight the need to revise standard Persian
dictionaries in light of advances in the critical editing of Persian literary texts. This paper
presents selected examples from the new critical edition of the Khavaran-nameh and compares
them with the evidence found in Persian dictionaries.

2. Research Method

The Khavaran-nameh has been edited using a critical-eclectic method, and the new critical
edition is currently in press. The author of this paper spent ten years preparing this edition. For
the first time, all known manuscripts of the work worldwide were examined, approximately
thirty of the best manuscripts were selected, and fifteen of them were used in establishing the
critical text. This edition has restored many rare words, previously unrecorded lexical items,
and distinctive expressions that had often been replaced with simpler or incorrect readings in
earlier non-critical editions. These restored forms provide valuable new evidence for Persian
lexicography.

3. Results

In this study, the manuscripts of the Khavaran-nameh were examined comprehensively for the
first time and classified into three groups. It also presents a report on the latest critical edition
of the poem, which is based on a complete examination of the twenty most important
manuscripts. In terms of both the number and diversity of the manuscripts consulted, this
edition is comparable in Persian literature only to Jalal Khaleghi-Motlagh’s critical edition of
Shahnameh. Another major objective of this study was to demonstrate the secondary role of
manuscripts in the textual criticism of classical literary works through the analysis of numerous
manuscripts belonging to different textual traditions. The findings show that second-tier
manuscripts are essential for reconstructing the original text for two main reasons:

The text contains a large number of passages where the original reading is uncertain or
disputed. Since the surviving manuscripts often differ significantly from one another,
evaluating the full range of variant readings is crucial for determining the most reliable reading.
No complete manuscript contemporary with the author has survived. Moreover, most first-tier
manuscripts are incomplete and contain both accidental scribal errors and deliberate alterations.
As a result, second-tier manuscripts become especially valuable in restoring the original text.
Given the literary importance of the Khavaran-nameh, a critical edition based on the
comprehensive analysis of the manuscript tradition is essential for a more accurate
understanding of this classical Persian work.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

From the perspective of word structure, lexical form, and linguistic context, the findings of this
paper fall into three categories.

Words, expressions, and lexical formations not previously recorded in Persian dictionaries
These findings include three general types:

New independent words.
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New grammatical or lexical formations based on already known words.

New compound expressions formed by combining familiar words in previously unattested
ways.

Words and expressions without usage examples in dictionaries

Some words and expressions found in this classical literary work appear in both old and modern
Persian dictionaries only with their meanings. No examples of their actual use in Persian have
been recorded until now.

Words, expressions, and idioms derived from spoken Persian

Another group of lexical findings includes words that appear in this literary work with forms
or functions different from those found in other classical texts. These differences result from
the fact that such words were taken not from formal written sources but from everyday speech,
popular idioms, and folk proverbs.
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