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Abstract

Ritual-regional literature is a form of narrative representation in which ritual structures, local
customs, superstitious beliefs, and ethnic myths are combined with the geographical and
cultural environment of a region to create rich layers of meaning. This type of literature does
not merely portray geographical and cultural features; by connecting mythical patterns with
lived experiences, it also plays an important role in preserving cultural memory and shaping
the collective unconscious. This study examines the ritual elements embedded in the regional
narrative structure of three fictional works by Sohrab Baraham, a contemporary writer from
southern Kerman: Fatherless, The Rain of the Eighteenth Day, and Gholamhossein Yaghi.
Using qualitative content analysis and a semiotic approach, the research explores the role of
such elements as jinn, the Al spirit, the evil eye, salt, childbirth and death rituals, lunar eclipse
ceremonies, omens and bad luck, purification practices, and prayers in the creation of meaning
and the formation of the narrative structure. The main question of this study is how local rituals
and beliefs in Baraham’s fiction move beyond the level of cultural decoration and become
structural elements of the narrative. The findings show that ritual elements in Baraham’s works
do not serve merely as decorative features; rather, they function as active narrative structures
that influence different levels of the story, including setting, characterization, conflict
development, and plot construction. The strong presence of local myths and collective rituals
gives these narratives additional anthropological, sociological, and psychological dimensions.
Therefore, it can be argued that Baraham’s fictional world is a significant example of
contemporary Iranian ritual-regional literature, in which ritual functions not only as a theme
but also as a governing narrative logic, creating a space where oral traditions are integrated
with modern storytelling.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Ritual-regional narrative has gained increasing importance as a means of preserving local
identities and cultural traditions within contemporary narrative forms. Sohrab Baraham, a
contemporary Iranian writer from southern Kerman, is known for his deep integration of local
culture, beliefs, dialect, and traditional rituals into his fiction. This study examines the
reflection of ritual-regional elements, including local language, folk beliefs, traditional
customs, and indigenous knowledge—in Baraham’s literary works. It aims to analyze how
these elements are structurally woven into his narratives and how they contribute to the
preservation and revival of the region’s cultural memory.

2. Research Method

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method and qualitative content analysis. The
data were collected from three major works by Sohrab Baraham: Fatherless, The Rain of the
Eighteenth Day, and Gholamhossein Yaghi. Through thematic analysis and hermeneutic
interpretation, elements related to local language, folk beliefs, social rituals, and indigenous
knowledge were identified and analyzed according to their role in plot development,
characterization, and narrative setting.

3. Findings

The findings show that Baraham’s works are not merely decorated with superficial references
to local culture; rather, these elements function as fundamental structures within the narratives.
Local language and expressions strengthen the geographical and cultural atmosphere, while
folk beliefs, such as belief in jinn, the evil eye, and the ritual use of salt, serve as driving forces
of the narrative. In addition, social rituals and traditional knowledge, including local healing
practices and communal ceremonies, enrich the cultural and social fabric of the stories. Among
the works examined, Gholamhossein Yaghi demonstrates the strongest connection to rural
culture and regional elements.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The analysis shows that Baraham goes beyond simple ethnographic description and recreates
the mental and emotional structures of local culture in his narratives. His use of regional
elements is not superficial but strategic, serving both aesthetic and ideological purposes. The
integration of folk beliefs, local language, and collective rituals transforms his stories into a
living archive of traditions that are at risk of being forgotten. Furthermore, Baraham’s works
reflect the dynamics of cultural memory, the preservation of local identity, and resistance to
cultural homogenization. The fictional works of Sohrab Baraham are valuable examples of
ritual-regional literature. In these works, rituals, beliefs, and local language function not only
as narrative materials but also as tools for preserving and revitalizing indigenous culture.
Through the purposeful integration of these elements, Baraham offers an authentic
representation of the cultural and social landscape of southern Kerman. This study contributes
to the field of regional literary studies by demonstrating how literary works can actively
participate in preserving and revitalizing cultural identities. Future research may further
explore the role of local cultures in contemporary literature through comparative studies
between Baraham’s regionalism and that of other contemporary Iranian and international
writers.
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