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Abstract

This article examines Jalal Al-e Ahmad’s story, Minarets and the Sky, through the integrated
lenses of ritual semiotics and cultural psychology. Moving beyond conventional semiotic
analysis, this study focuses on decoding signs and codes deeply embedded in ritualistic and
religious frameworks. The analysis begins by deconstructing the story’s ritual sign system,
specifically its visual, auditory, behavioral and linguistic codes. It then evaluates the narrative's
symbolic, rhetorical, social, cognitive, and emotional functions, while mapping the vertical,
horizontal, and internal communicative actions present in the text. Throughout, concepts from
cultural psychology are applied to contextualize these elements and provide a deeper
interpretation of the narrative structure. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical methodology rooted
in library research, this study argues that Minarets and the Sky transcends the boundaries of a
simple narrative or memoir. The findings suggest that the text contains complex, latent
dimensions that demand a nuanced reading. Ultimately, the story appears to reflect pivotal
shifts in Al-e Ahmad’s spiritual, ideological, and political outlook, transformations
corroborated by both biographical accounts and the author’s own reflections.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The semiotic approach provides a systematic and logical framework for examining the rules
that govern signs and for analyzing the relationships among them. By relying on structured
methods, it helps researchers move beyond speculation and purely subjective interpretations.
At the same time, because signs often contain hidden or ambiguous meanings, the insights
generated through semiotic analysis may reveal underlying dimensions that are not
immediately apparent. It is also important to consider the broad scope of semiotics, which
encompasses all systems of communication, including languages, codes, and other sign
systems. Within semiotic analysis, codes play a central role because the interpretation of a text
depends largely on understanding the codes through which meaning is conveyed. The
interpretation of codes requires a degree of shared understanding among readers, interpreters,
or members of a particular culture. Therefore, recognizing a code and understanding its
relationship to the broader semiotic system and its cultural context are essential for meaningful
analysis. Codes can take many forms and are generally classified according to their context and
function. The concept of ritual semiotics emerges from the close relationship between semiotics
and ritual. Both signs and rituals are characterized by layers of meaning, symbolic complexity,
and the coexistence of surface and deeper structures. In both cases, elements signify not only
themselves but also broader ideas, beliefs, and values. Ritual semiotics therefore provides a
useful framework for identifying and classifying ritual signifiers and signifieds, enabling a
more systematic analysis and a deeper interpretation of their meanings and functions.

2. Research Method

The purpose of the present study is to investigate the ritual semiotics of Jalal Al-e Ahmad’s
story The Minarets and the Sky. To this end, the study examines the ritual sign system and
codes employed in the story, as well as its ritual communicative actions and semiotic functions.
The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on library sources and the
theoretical framework of semiotics. Within this framework, the story is examined and analyzed
in detail.

3. Results

This study seeks to provide new insights into Jalal Al-e Ahmad’s story The Minarets and the
Sky. by examining its ritual semiotics and analyzing its signs and codes. Although the story has
been studied from various perspectives, it has not yet received sufficient attention from the
standpoint of ritual semiotics. The theme and content of the story are closely connected to the
symbolism and mysteries of the minarets, which function as religious and ritual signs. This
connection is evident throughout the narrative, while Jalal’s persistent desire to reach the
minarets further enhances the story’s significance. Moreover, many of the details in the story
reflect aspects of Jalal’s social, political, and ideological life, and numerous signs and narrative
elements can be linked to his personal experiences. Through poetic and artistic expression,
these signs indirectly convey the ideological, psychological, and political transformations that
occurred throughout the writer’s life.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The ritual semiotic analysis of a literary work can reveal deeper insights into its structure,
meaning, and function, while also highlighting the influence of ritual and culture on the
narrative. Accordingly, this study has examined the ritual sign systems, ritual sign functions,
and ritual communicative actions present in Minarets and the Sky. The findings show that,
despite its seemingly simple and ordinary narrative, the story contains deeper layers of meaning
embedded within its underlying structure. Therefore, a purely surface-level reading is
insufficient. A semiotic approach makes it possible to identify, classify, and analyze these
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hidden dimensions in a more systematic manner. The events of the story may also indirectly
reflect Jalal Al-e Ahmad’s spiritual and ideological transformations. The ritual sign system of
the story is expressed through visual, auditory, behavioral, and linguistic codes that appear
throughout the narrative. In addition, the functions of these signs can be classified into
symbolic, emotional, social, and cognitive dimensions. The communicative system of signs is
likewise multifaceted, encompassing vertical, horizontal, and internal forms of communication
that can be identified and analyzed within the story.
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