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Abstract

Dakhil-e Eshgh, a novel by Maryam Basiri, is an outstanding and influential work of
contemporary religious literature. By making creative use of narrative time, the novel presents
religious beliefs, spiritual experiences, and the religious practices of its characters in a deep
and meaningful way. This study uses a descriptive-analytical method and applies Gérard
Genette’s theory of narrative time to examine three main elements of the novel: order, duration,
and frequency. The research data were collected through textual analysis of the novel. The
findings show that the author creates a dynamic and multilayered narrative by using different
forms of anachronism, including flashbacks, flashforwards, summary, ellipsis, and conceptual
and emotional repetition. The results indicate that time in this novel is not only a framework
for the narrative but also a key element in creating meaning, strengthening the religious
atmosphere, and building an emotional connection between the reader and the text. This article
presents a useful model for analyzing religious narratives within a structuralist narratological
framework. It also shows that time in religious fiction plays not only a structural role but also
an important role in creating meaning.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
Religious literature, as a major branch of religious writing, is closely connected with profound
concepts such as faith, devotion, and divine justice. It has always played an important role in
reflecting and transmitting spiritual values. In religious narratives, time is not only the setting
in which events take place but also the main element that organizes and connects the events of
the story. Structuralist theorists, especially the French narratologist Gérard Genette, developed
a systematic framework for analyzing narrative time through three key elements: order,
duration, and frequency. Maryam Basiri, a prolific Iranian writer, combines psychological
realism with a religious atmosphere in her novel Dakhil-e Eshgh. The novel tells the story of
Houriyeh, an Iranian woman who struggles with the hardships of war while searching for
spiritual meaning. By making purposeful use of modern narrative techniques, especially
anachronism, the novel provides a rich and valuable example for the study of contemporary
religious narratives. Because Dakhil-e Eshgh has a complex temporal structure and makes
extensive use of anachronism, it is well suited to an analysis based on Gérard Genette’s theory
of narrative time. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, this study examines the novel
through Genette’s three main elements of order, duration, and frequency. It seeks to answer the
following questions:

e How is the temporal structure of Dakhil-e Eshgh constructed?

e What roles do order, duration, and frequency play in shaping the narrative, developing

the characters, and conveying the novel’s religious themes?

2. Research Method
This study uses a descriptive-analytical approach. The research corpus is the novel Dakhil-e
Eshgh by Maryam Basiri. The data were collected through library research and analyzed based
on Gérard Genette’s theory of narrative time. According to this theory, the three main elements
of order, duration, and frequency were selected as the analytical framework of the study. Under
the element of order, different types of anachronism, including flashbacks and flashforwards,
are examined. Under duration, the speed of the narrative is analyzed through ellipsis, summary,
scene, and pause. Under frequency, the study identifies singulative, repetitive, and iterative
narration and explains their functions in conveying the religious themes of the novel.
3. Findings
The findings of this study show that structuralism is not simply a specific academic discipline
but a modern method for discovering the underlying rules of literary and linguistic structures.
As Terry Eagleton points out, structuralism transformed the study of poetry, revolutionized the
analysis of fiction, and laid the foundation for the emerging field of narratology. Scholars such
as Algirdas Greimas, Tzvetan Todorov, Gérard Genette, Claude Bremond, and Roland Barthes
are among its leading figures (Eagleton, 2001, p. 143). From the perspective of narratologists,
time is a key element in the creation of meaning. Rimmon-Kenan also argues that a narrative
cannot exist without time because time is not only a recurring theme in stories but also a
fundamental element of narrative structure. In this view, the defining feature of verbal narrative
is that time functions both as a linguistic element and as the object represented through the
events of the story (Rimmon-Kenan, 2008, p. 62). Based on this view, Gérard Genette
organizes his theory of narrative time around three main elements: order, duration, and
frequency. Order examines the relationship between the chronological sequence of events in
the story and the order in which they are narrated, introducing concepts such as flashback and
flashforward. Duration analyzes the relationship between the actual time of the story and the
time devoted to it in the narrative through techniques such as ellipsis, summary, scene, and
pause. Frequency examines how often an event occurs in the story compared with how many
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times it is narrated, distinguishing three types of narration: singulative, repetitive, and iterative.
These three elements provide the theoretical framework for the present analysis of Dakhil-e
Eshgh.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

This study examined the three main elements of Gérard Genette’s theory of narrative time,
order, duration, and frequency, not only as structural features but also as meaning-making
devices in the religious and psychological world of the novel Dakhil-e Eshgh. Through the
purposeful use of anachrony, including internal and external flashbacks as well as
flashforwards, the author moves the narrative beyond a simple linear structure and creates a
multilayered and meaningful story. In terms of order, the frequent shifts in time create suspense
and temporal variety, inviting readers to move between the past, present, and future. Regarding
duration, the combination of slowing techniques, such as reflective descriptions and internal
monologues, with faster techniques, such as ellipsis and summary, creates a balanced narrative
rhythm that supports the novel’s deeper meanings. In terms of frequency, the meaningful
repetition of events such as memories of war, scenes of pilgrimage to Imam Reza (A.S.), and
the characters’ inner reflections gives the novel a distinct religious character. Through
repetitive and iterative narration, the novel presents religious experience as something personal,
emotional, and spiritual. Overall, Dakhil-e Eshgh is a successful example of combining modern
narrative theory with the traditional themes and values of religious literature.
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