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Abstract

Imagery is the use of language beyond its ordinary form through rhetorical and literary devices.
It elevates speech above everyday expression, creating surprise, wonder, or a particular
emotional effect, while also conveying deeper and broader meanings. Because of its brevity,
reliance on shared background knowledge, and its ability to create a common context between
the writer and the reader, allusion is an effective literary device for producing vivid and striking
images. Its multiple layers of meaning make poetry more expressive and allow readers to arrive
at different and lasting interpretations. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, this study is
based on library research and qualitative data analysis. It examines the image-making allusions
in the Divan of Khwaju Kermani, analyzing how epic and mythological elements are
represented in his allusive imagery, the features and techniques through which they are
expressed, and their impact on his poetry. The study assumes that allusion plays an important
role in the content and rhetoric of Khwaju’s collection of poetry (Divan). The findings show
that, among epic themes, Khwaju most frequently refers to the stories of Rostam, Zal, and
Siyavash. In terms of frequency, these image-making allusions rank second only to religious
allusions and the stories of the prophets. In addition, Khwaju not only portrays his patrons as
superior to epic heroes and blends the characteristics of different figures together, but also
connects them with Semitic narratives. In some cases, he combines epic allusions with double
meaning or uses them in ways that differ from the original stories, which is one of the
distinctive features of his poetic style.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

When a poet or writer wishes to move beyond the ordinary patterns of language and
conventional word combinations, and to influence readers emotionally or intellectually, they
can employ imagery and literary devices such as simile, metaphor, metonymy, and various
forms of correspondence and contrast. These devices elevate language beyond ordinary and
mechanical expression, allowing vivid images to inspire acceptance, reflection, emotional
engagement, and wonder. In some cases, an entire narrative may function as a conceptual
metaphor, conveying a deeper emotional or intellectual message. For example, the sorrow
evoked by the story of Rostam and Sohrab, in which Rostam unknowingly kills his own son,
is as powerful as the tragedy of Esfandiyar’s confrontation with Rostam, brought about by
Goshtasp’s conspiracy and Jamaspa’s deceptive prophecy. Allusion is one of the literary
devices that, through brevity and indirect reference, conveys a wide range of meanings. Few
collections of poetry or literary works are entirely free of allusion, since it provides poets and
writers with an effective means of expressing complex ideas in the shortest possible form. A
well-known example appears in this verse by Hafez:

The King of the Turks listens to the words of the accusers

May he be ashamed before the injustice of Siyavash’s blood

In this couplet, Hafez uses ‘the King of the Turks’ and ‘the accusers’ metaphorically. The
phrase ‘Siyavash's blood’ symbolizes the unjust killing of an innocent person and, more
broadly, any reckless or unjust act. By mentioning Siyavash, Hafez alludes to the famous
episode in the Shahnameh in which Siyavash flees to Turan and ultimately places his trust in
Afrasiyab, who later orders his execution. Through this allusion, Hafez emphasizes the gravity
of Afrasiyab’s crime while condemning the malicious and foolish accusations made by
Garsivaz. The poet suggests that slander and false accusations remain unacceptable, even when
they come from a trusted adviser or close relative. A wise ruler should examine advice
carefully; otherwise, like Afrasiyab, he may become responsible for an irreversible injustice.
Although Garsivaz is portrayed as weak and vindictive, his role resembles that of Jamaspa. By
foretelling that Rostam would become Esfandiyar’s destined opponent and eventual killer (His
fate lay in Zabolestan/at the hands of Tahm’s son, Dastan), Jamaspa encouraged the ambitious
Goshtasp to make the transfer of the throne conditional upon Esfandiyar’s capture of Rostam,
an impossible task. Blinded by his desire for power, Goshtasp expected to achieve one of two
outcomes by sending his son to Sistan: either the destruction of Rostam, who represented older
religious traditions that had survived before Zoroastrianism, or the death of Esfandiyar himself,
whose sacred status and heroic reputation made him a superior figure among Zoroastrian
champions. In either case, Goshtasp pursued his ambition at an enormous cost.

Another important point is that Hafez deliberately selects only one episode from the story of
Siyavash. Although the main cause of Siyavash's downfall was Sudabeh’s false accusation,
Hafez instead highlights the later episode of Afrasiyab’s responsibility for Siyavash's death.
By emphasizing this particular moment, the poet draws attention to the dangers of accepting
accusations without careful judgment and warns rulers, such as Shah Shoja, against placing
unquestioning trust in those around them. Such misplaced confidence, the allusion suggests,
can lead to disgrace and irreversible consequences.

2. Research Method

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach. The selected examples are described, and
the content of the work is analyzed through qualitative textual analysis.

3. Findings
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Khwaju Kermani makes extensive use of allusion, a subtle literary device that, through its
brevity and the richness of the stories it evokes, allows multiple meanings to be conveyed in
poetry with very few words. After religious and Islamic allusions, epic and mythological
allusions are the most frequently used in his poetry. Most of these allusions are combined with
other literary devices, such as wordplay, semantic correspondence, and other rhetorical
techniques, to create vivid imagery. As a result, it is difficult to find a verse in Khwaju’s Divan
in which allusion appears as the only literary device.

In some cases, Khwaju highlights epic themes by blending the qualities and actions of different
heroes and characters, such as describing Gudarz as possessing Zal’s vengeance. In other cases,
his allusions depart from the original narratives by presenting the patron as superior to the epic
hero. Elsewhere, they serve to convey broader social ideals, such as justice, or human emotions,
such as compassion and love. Among mythological figures and symbols, Khwaju most
frequently refers to the Simurgh, demons, and Jam-e Jam. Among the heroic narratives, he
draws especially on the stories of Jamshid, Zahhak, Fereydun, Sam, Zal, Rostam, Siyavash,
Kay Khosrow, Bizhan, Bahman, and Piran Viseh. He skillfully combines these allusions with
other literary devices, reflecting his strong interest in rhetorical artistry and poetic
ornamentation.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Religious, historical, mythological, emotional, and folk figures and events form the main
sources of allusion. In Persian literature, from the fourth century AH onward and especially
with the emergence of the Iraqi style, poets increasingly favored allusion, particularly religious
allusions, and often compared Iranian mythological figures with Semitic religious figures, such
as Jamshid and the Prophet Solomon. These allusions were frequently used in exaggerated
praise of patrons and other rhetorical contexts. This development coincided with the decline of
the epic tradition, whose collective appeal and social function gradually diminished. However,
epic themes did not disappear from Persian thought and culture. Instead, they were adapted to
new literary forms, moving from epic poetry into genres such as the gasidah, ghazal, and
popular narratives, where they continued to preserve the spirit and cultural identity of the
Iranian tradition. At the end of the seventh century AH and the beginning of the eighth century
AH, Khwaju Kermani emerged as a prominent poet. His worldview was not limited to mystical
or purely religious themes. His strong interest in epic and mythology is evident in two of his
works, Sam-nameh and Homay va Homayun, both of which draw on mythological traditions.
It may be argued that his interest in composing a Khamsa inspired him to write these works.
More importantly, the large number of allusions to epic heroes and mythological events in his
poetry demonstrates his personal interest in heroic narratives, as well as his extensive literary
knowledge and poetic skill. It also reflects his adherence to the literary conventions of his
period, particularly the use of rhetorical and stylistic devices. In addition to direct allusions,
Khwaju frequently employs compounds and expressions that evoke the epic tradition.
Combined with metaphor, metonymy, figurative language, and simile, these expressions create
rich poetic imagery and give his poetry a distinctive sense of grandeur, antiquity, and cultural
continuity.
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