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Abstract

This study aims to investigate and analyze the representation of the concept of resistance in the
poems performed by the Ayin-e Hosseini religious mourning ceremony after the event of
Operation Al-Agsa Storm. Adopting a qualitative approach and thematic analysis method, the
research is based on the collection and examination of the texts of poems and elegies performed
in this ceremony. The data were analyzed through three levels of coding: basic themes,
organizing themes, and global themes. The findings indicate that the ritual poems of the Ayin-
e Hosseini ceremony represent a network of meanings, the most significant of which include
the historical connection between Ashura and contemporary resistance, reliance on Qur’anic
themes and the religious legitimation of resistance, martyr-centered narratives and hero-
making, Palestine-centered discourse, and eschatological hope. The metaphorical, epic, and the
specific language of these poems plays a crucial role in transforming the emotion of mourning
into an identity-based and resistance-oriented action among the audience. By integrating
Ashura-related themes with Islamic resistance discourse, these poems guide the audience
beyond mere mourning toward active participation in the field of resistance narratives. The
analysis demonstrates that this ceremony is not merely a ritual institution but also an agent that
contributes to consolidating and expanding representations of resistance in the contemporary
cultural sphere through the production and circulation of such texts. Accordingly, ritual poetry
in the Ayin-e Hosseini ceremony functions as a collective medium for reconstructing and
representing the meaning of resistance through the frameworks of ritual and emotion.
Keywords: Resistance, Ritual Poetry, Religious Ceremonies, Representation, Operation Al-
Aqgsa Storm.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The religious gathering (hey’at) in Iranian society are not merely ritual institutions for
commemorating Shi‘i mourning ceremonies; rather, they constitute one of the most important
cultural and communicative spaces for the production and reproduction of collective meanings
within the Shi‘i public sphere. Throughout the history of Shi‘ism, particularly in contemporary
Iran, these institutions have played a significant role in reconstructing collective memory,
reproducing religious identity, and mobilizing social and political action. Within this context,
ritual poetry and elegiac chants function not only as emotional and literary expressions but also
as cultural and ideological media through which broader religious and social narratives are
articulated and transmitted. Following Operation Al-Agsa Storm in October 2023, the
discourse of resistance once again emerged as one of the central cultural and media narratives
in the Islamic world. Beyond its military and political dimensions, this event generated renewed
cultural interpretations of concepts such as resistance, steadfastness, sacrifice, and opposition
to hegemonic power structures. Religious assemblies actively participated in representing these
developments, and ritual poetry became an important site for the reproduction of the discourse
of resistance. Among these assemblies, the Ayin-e Hosseini hey’at in Tehran gained particular
prominence due to its continuous production of ritual and media content focused on Palestine,
the Axis of Resistance, and Ashura-centered narratives. Despite the growing body of
scholarship on religious assemblies, limited attention has been paid to ritual poetry as a
meaning-producing cultural text, particularly with regard to the representation of resistance in
the aftermath of Operation Al-Agsa Storm. Accordingly, the present study seeks to examine
how resistance is represented in the ritual poems of the Ayin-e Hosseini hey’at and to identify
the semantic and ideological mechanisms through which this representation is constructed.

2. Research Method

This study is applied in purpose and qualitative in nature, using thematic analysis as its main
methodological approach. The theoretical framework is based on the theory of representation
developed by Stuart Hall, which views representation not as a passive reflection of reality but
as an active process of meaning-making. The research corpus consists of ritual poems and
elegiac chants performed in the Ayin-e Hosseini hey’at of Tehran after Operation Al-Agsa
Storm. The sample was selected through purposive sampling based on criteria such as the
prominence of resistance-related themes, media visibility, continuity of performance, and
cultural influence. A total of seventeen poems and chants were chosen for analysis. Data were
collected through the compilation of written texts of the poems, observation of ritual
ceremonies, documentation of performances, and examination of the hey’at’s media archive.
Data analysis was carried out according to the six-phase thematic analysis framework proposed
by Virginia Braun and Victoria Clarke. In total, 304 initial codes were identified and
subsequently organized into basic themes, organizing themes, and overarching themes. The
coding process was conducted manually with the support of MAXQDA 2024 to ensure
analytical consistency and the systematic organization of the data.

3. Results

The findings indicate that the ritual poems of the Ayin-e Hosseini hey’at construct a coherent
and multilayered representation of resistance in which religion, history, politics, and collective
identity are closely interconnected. One of the most significant findings is the strong link
established between resistance and the narrative of Ashura. In many of the poems,
contemporary events related to Palestine and the Axis of Resistance are portrayed as a
continuation of the Karbala paradigm. Concepts such as Shimr, Harmala, Karbala, and Hayhat
minna al-dhilla are repeatedly associated with themes of Palestine, martyrdom, and jihad,
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thereby connecting the sacred history of Shi‘ism with contemporary political realities. Another
key finding is the central role of martyrdom and hero construction in the poems. Figures such
as Martyr Qassem Soleimani and Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah are represented as sacred heroes
and contemporary heirs to the path of Ashura. Martyrdom is depicted not as the end of life but
as the highest expression of resistance and a guarantee of its continuity across generations. The
findings also show that metaphorical and epic language serves as a major vehicle for
representing resistance. Recurring images and metaphors such as storm, sea, thunder, fire, and
dawn transform resistance into an emotionally charged and heroic experience. In addition, the
poems employ a highly expressive and mobilizing language that reinforces themes of courage,
sacrifice, and perseverance. Another important finding is the religious and Qur’anic
legitimization of resistance. Frequent references to Qur’anic verses, Mahdist beliefs, the
concept of wilayah (guardianship), and Ashura-centered symbols contribute to the construction
of a sacred discourse of resistance. Through these references, resistance is framed not only as
a political struggle but also as a religious and moral duty. Finally, the findings reveal that the
poems move beyond national boundaries and portray resistance as a transnational Islamic
movement. Palestine, Lebanon, Yemen, Iraq, Syria, and Iran are represented as interconnected
parts of a broader front united by a shared religious worldview, collective memory, and
ideological commitment. Through this representation, resistance emerges as a unifying identity
that transcends geographical and political borders.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that the ritual poetry of the Ayin-e Hosseini hey’at has
evolved beyond its traditional function of mourning and has become a means of representing,
legitimizing, and reproducing the discourse of resistance within the contemporary cultural
sphere. In these poems, resistance is presented not merely as a political or temporary
phenomenon, but as a religious, historical, and identity-based concept that derives its meaning
from Ashura, the culture of martyrdom, Qur’anic teachings, and the expectation of the Mahdi’s
reappearance. From this perspective, the religious gathering (ey at) is not simply a site for
performing rituals; rather, it serves as a space for the construction of meaning, the formation
of collective identity, and the reproduction of the memory of resistance. The findings are
consistent with the representation theory of Stuart Hall, as the ritual poems function not as
passive reflections of reality but as active processes of meaning-making that shape collective
perceptions and understandings. The main contribution of this study lies in its examination, for
the first time, of the representation of resistance in the ritual poetry of religious gatherings
following Operation Al-Agsa Storm through the use of thematic analysis. The study
demonstrates how ritual poetry can function as a cultural medium in the battle of narratives,
contributing to the consolidation and dissemination of the discourse of resistance. This research
provides a foundation for future studies in the fields of ritual communication, cultural studies
of resistance, religious discourse analysis, and the role of religious gatherings in the
reproduction of religious and political identities. Furthermore, its findings offer both theoretical
and practical insights for cultural and media institutions seeking to understand the popular
mechanisms through which meaning is produced and narratives of resistance are constructed
and sustained.
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