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Abstract 4

Understanding the culture and people of a region 1s*undamental tg understanding its society
and, more broadly, the nation to which it belongs. As on¢ of the principal subjects of
anthropology and ethnology, rituals provide a vital Tens threugh which cultural identities and
social structures can be interpreted. This study examines the sttuctural organization of the Geli-
Geli, Dey-Zangeru, and flood- and storm-avésting rifuals in Bushehr Province through the
theoretical perspective of structuralismgThe reseafeh is motivated by the need to document,
preserve, and safeguard these traditfenaltituals, with the primary objective of identifying their
constituent elements and uncoyering the underlying structural patterns they share. Employing
a descriptive—analytical approach, based Ot striCtural analysis, the study reveals that place,
ritual chants, music, sacrifice, blessed f0od, and accompanying participants constitute the core
elements common to these rituals, whéreas,iron, water, and seals (muhrs) function as variable
components. The analysisMurther\dem@nstrates that these rituals share a common structural
pattern. Each ritual originates, from atriggering condition associated with evil, calamity, or
scarcity, followed by aseguence of ritual actions—including chanting, music, and the use of
symboli¢ objects—sthat mediate the relationship between humans and nature. Ultimately, after
a symboliCstruggle t&eﬁveen human beings and natural forces, the ritual reaches its conclusion.

Keywords: Bushehir Province, ritual, structuralism, elements, pattern

Introduction

Rituals embody the beliefs, cultural values, and worldview of a society, reflecting how
communities have historically responded to nature and its uncertainties. Typically performed
collectively, they reinforce cultural identity while symbolically confronting adversity and
natural hazards. Bushehr Province is home to several nature-related rituals, including Geli-
Geli, Dey-Zangeru, and flood- and storm-averting rituals. This study employs a structural
analysis approach to identify the constituent elements and shared patterns underlying these
traditions. It examines their common structure, core and variable components, origins, ritual
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actions, and symbolic representation of the relationship between humans and nature, thereby
revealing the cultural and cognitive frameworks embedded within these indigenous practices.

Literature review

Structuralism, which emerged as a major approach in the human and social sciences during the
second half of the twentieth century, seeks to uncover the underlying structures and
relationships that organize cultural phenomena. Vladimir Propp demonstrated that seemingly
diverse Russian folktales follow a common narrative structure composed of recurring
functions. Building on this foundation, Claude Lévi-Strauss extended structural analysis
beyond folktales to myths, rituals, and other cultural systems. Drawing on the linguistic
theories of Ferdinand de Saussure and Roman Jakobson, he argued that the human mind
organizes experience through binary oppositions, such as natute/culture, order/chaos, and
good/evil. Structural analysis therefore aims not merely to describe situalelementsbut toreveal
the relationships among them and the cognitive patterns that underlic‘eulturallexpressions.
Guided by this theoretical framework, the present study investigates natutre-related rituals in
Bushehr Province. Despite their apparent differences, these rituals shate a‘common structural
organization consisting of ritual space, ceremonial chants, music, saefifice, blessed food, and
collective participation as core elements, while iron, water, and thefmuhr (ritual seal) function
as variable components. Their repeated combination¥producesfa shared sequence of origin,
ritual action, conflict, and conclusion. These fituals areitypically performed in response to
scarcity, misfortune, or natural threats and employ symbolic practices—including chanting,
music, collective movement, sacred objects, and sacrifice—to mediate the relationship between
humans and nature. Rather than servig as practical means of controlling natural forces, they
function primarily as symbolic andcultufalhmechanisms through which communities cope with
uncertainty, alleviate collective anxiety, seéinforce,social cohesion, and construct meaning in
the face of environmental instability.andwnpredictability.

LN
Discussion

This study adopts a stgucturalist approach to examine nature-related rituals in Bushehr
Province, focuSing on the!Geli-Geli, Dey-Zangeru, flood-averting, and storm-averting rituals.
The strueturdl analysis\demonstrates that, despite differences in their performance and the
circumstandes undegwhich they are practiced, these rituals follow a shared structural pattern
and refleets,commeon cognitive frameworks and cultural responses to nature.

The Geli-Geliyritual is performed during periods of drought and insufficient rainfall. In this
ceremony, anindividual known as Geli dresses in worn and tattered clothing and walks through
the streetShaccompanied by community members who chant ritual verses, sing, dance, sprinkle
water, collect™food donations, and prepare a communal meal. The symbolic placement of a
bead or a date pit in the food, followed by the symbolic selection of a sacrificial figure, also
forms part of the ritual. Beyond invoking rainfall, these collective practices strengthen social
solidarity, encourage community participation, and alleviate the anxiety associated with
prolonged drought. In its contemporary form, the ritual has become intertwined with Islamic
rain prayers and other religious gatherings.

The flood- and storm-averting rituals represent the opposite situation, being performed when
excessive rainfall and flooding threaten people's lives and livelihoods. During these
ceremonies, participants throw a muhr (prayer seal), salt, or flour into floodwaters as symbolic,
bloodless offerings to the forces of nature in the hope of reducing rainfall and calming the
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flood. Likewise, in the storm-averting ritual, sailors cast a muhr into the sea to seek calmer
waters and the end of the storm. Although these actions do not directly influence natural
phenomena, they help reduce collective anxiety while restoring a sense of security and
perceived control within the community.
The Dey-Zangeru ritual takes place during a lunar eclipse. According to local belief, a figure
known as Gholam Zangi has captured the moon. To free it, people gather on rooftops, recite
local chants, strike metal objects, create loud noises, and fire guns into the sky. Here again,
nature is perceived as an intentional and animate force, while these symbolic actions represent
an effort to restore cosmic order and overcome fear and uncertainty associated with
unexplained natural events.
A comparative analysis reveals that all four rituals share a common set of structural elements,
including ritual space, collective chanting, music and sound production, symbolic Sacrifice,
communal participation, and ritual companions. By contrast, water) iron, and the mauhr fumction
as variable elements whose use depends on the specific ritual. Manywef, these"components
possess symbolic or magical significance. Ritual chants function as performative speech acts,
sacrifice symbolizes offering and devotion, and iron objects and loud seunds are*believed to
repel harmful supernatural forces.
The structural analysis further demonstrates that all of these ritualsé€onform to a common
sequence consisting of an initiating condition, ritualaction, conflietgand résolution. In the Geli-
Geli ritual, the initiating condition is drought and water scareity, whereas in the other three
rituals it is a disruptive natural event, such 88 flooding, storms, or a lunar eclipse. The
community then responds through a series of{symbolicyritual actions that mediate its
relationship with nature, although the ritual conclddes without directly altering the natural
phenomenon itself. Consequently, thé¥primary function of these rituals is not to control nature
but to manage collective anxiety,\restoféssoctal, order, strengthen community cohesion, and
provide meaning in the face of envirgnmental crises. From a structuralist perspective, these
rituals embody shared cognitiye pattetnsgthat organize human experience through binary
oppositions such as drought/rain, searcity/abundance, order/chaos, light/darkness, and
human/nature. Rather than transformifig nature itself, these rituals reshape the ways in which
communities understandjinterpret, andrespond to the natural world.

Conclusion

The analysishof the Geli-Geli, Dey-Zangeru, flood-averting, and storm-averting rituals
demonstrates, thaty despite differences in their contexts of performance, they share a common
stricturabsequenge consisting of an initiating condition, ritual action, conflict, and conclusion.
These rituals represent collective responses to natural crises and function as symbolic strategies
for mamnaging anxiety, strengthening social cohesion, and assigning meaning to lived
experiences. Their shared components include ritual space, ceremonial chants, music,
collective actiens, ritual food, and communal participation, while water, iron, and the muhr
serve as variable elements. From a structuralist perspective, these rituals are organized around
binary oppositions—such as drought/rain, order/chaos, and human/nature—reflecting the
shared cognitive patterns through which communities interpret and respond to the natural
world.
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