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Introduction
\

Intertextuality is a key method in contemporary literary,criticism thatfallows for the examination of the
concealed semantic layers of literary works by utilizing the confiection and interaction of texts. Julia
Kristeva introduced this theory as a novel approach to*literaty studies, demonstrating that no text is
created independently of previous texts; rather, each toxtds the'outcome of dialogue, re-creation, and
reproduction of past texts, drawing on the ideas of Mikhail Bakhtin. From her perspective, intertextual
relations can be analyzed in three distinct Ways: “partial negation,” “parallel negation,” and “total
negation.” Each of these categories reflects\the authorjor poet’s interaction with the preceding text and
the extent of their creativity in recreating 1ty %

Allusion is one of the most\prominent Manifestations of intertextuality in Persian literature. By
referencing verses of the Holy Quzan, supplications, narrations, religious figures, and historical events,
allusion provides the foundation“or the development of new meanings and creates conciseness and
semantic profundity. The poetry of the Islamic Revolution has exhibited a remarkable expression of
this characteristichwhich is‘adesult of its profound connection to Islamic culture and religious values.

The poets of this movementhave artistically and effectively reimagined concepts such as faith, sacrifice,

martyrdom, resistance, and the pursuit of justice through the use of Quranic and religious allusion.

Sepideh Kashanivis a poet who played a significant role in the Islamic Revolution. His works are a
reflection of the religious, revolutionary, and cultural values of Iranian society. Her poetry has been less
extensively examined from the perspective of Kristeva’s intertextuality theory, despite her extensive
use of Quranic verses and prayers. Consequently, the objective of the current investigation is to analyze
the intertextual relationships of Quranic and prayer allusions in the poems of Sepideh Kashani in
accordance with Kristeva’s three principles. This will provide an explanation of the manner in which
the poet interacts with sacred texts and the manner in which they are recreated.

The primary inquiries of the investigation are as follows: What is the frequency of allusions to Quranic
verses and supplications in the poetry of Sepideh Kashani? And which of the three categories of
negation can these allusions be classified into, according to Kristeva’s theory?

Research Method
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A descriptive-analytical methodology was implemented in the current investigation, which was
dependent on library research. To achieve this objective, all Quranic and supplication allusions were
identified and extracted following a thorough examination of the generality of Sepideh Kashani’s
poems. Then, the poet’s poems were analyzed and categorized based on the number and variety of cited
surahs, the frequency of verses and supplications, and the most frequently used surahs and
supplications. Afterward, the poet’s interaction with the sacred texts and the frequency of each type of
negation were evaluated and analyzed using statistical and content analysis. Each allusion was
categorized according to Julia Kristeva’s triple negation pattern (partial negation, parallel negation, and
total negation).

Research Findings

The research results indicate that Sepideh Kashani’s poems are replete with Quranic and prayerful
allusions, which are crucial in the development of the affective and semantic layers of her work. These
allusions are not merely employed as decorative or rhetorical devices; in numerous instances, they have
influenced the semantic structure of the poem and facilitated the communication“of fundamental
religious and revolutionary concepts. Research suggests that the pp€t’s most common interaction with
sacred texts is in the form of “parallel negation.” This means that thépoet has recteated the original
meaning of the religious text in a new context that is suitable for the social*anid emotional conditions of
his era, while still preserving the original meaning. 4

Next in line is “partial negation,” in which the poet employs the text{to convey personal or collective
experiences by making limited alterations to its contextyor sem@ntic function. The lowest level is
associated with “total negation,” in which the original'meaning,is significantly altered and the preceding
text is recreated in a fundamentally different manner. The€search results indicate that “total negation”
in Sepideh Kashani’s poems, despite itsmoriginsjin révelation texts, has evolved into a form of
“hypertextual exaggeration” in its depictionyof the warriors’ field. Consequently, these poetic
representations are inconsistent with the explicit text of the Quranic verses and exceed the descriptive
frameworks of the supplications and the Quiran The poet’s mind has become less inclined toward this
artistic achievement, as evidenced by the minimal statistics.

This pattern indicates that Sepideh Kashani pursued a creative and synergistic dialogue with the sacred
texts, rather than a rupture with them.

Conclusion

The findings of this investiga?ion also suggest that intertextuality in Sepideh Kashani’s poetry is not
solely a litetary dewiceépbit rather a reflection of her religious and ideological perspective. The poet’s
lived experienge is interwoven with the textual and cultural heritage of Islam in a multilayered text that
is transformed byythe extensive use of Quranic and devotional allusions. Her poetry is a remarkable
illustration of the praetical implementation of the theory of intertextuality in contemporary Persian
literature from this perspective.

In conclusion, the examination of Sepideh Kashani’s poems in accordance with Kristeva’s theory offers
a more profound comprehension of the manner in which sacred texts are reimagined in the poetry of
the Islamic Revolution. It also demonstrates how a poet can generate a novel interpretation of ancient
texts within the context of her era through intertextual dialogue.
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