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Abstract

Afghanistan is situated within the cultural and literary geography of the Persian language. Numerous
Persian-speaking poets have flourished in this country, offering théig literary@works in prose and poetry
to enthusiasts of this field. The Persian literary works of Afghanistan, maueh like*those of Iran, possess
a rich and ancient history. Consequently, a vast treasur¢ tsove of\manuscripts can be found in this
country, many of which remain undiscovered andBun-introduced to scholars of Persian literature.
Unfortunately, due to political and social upheavals and the incessant conflicts, the manuscripts in this
country have not been catalogued as they deserve, which&ould encourage researchers to dust off and
examine these treasures.

This article investigates one of the Afghan‘manuscripts teypave the way for its scholarly editing and
detailed reporting. The manuscript belongsito a poet named Mirza Husain Musavi and was transcribed
in the Daykundi province during the firSihalff the™tth century AH (circa early Y-th century CE).
The poems in this collection are religigus; focusing on devotion and love for the Master of Martyrs
(Imam Husain) and otherynembers of the*Ahlgal-Bayt. This manuscript has a remarkable history; years
ago, an individual brought it from Afghanistan to Iran, and the present authors have undertaken its
study. This article will firstuntreduce the®manuscript using an analytical-descriptive method and will
identify its linguistic and litesaty features. Despite the political and social deprivations of the poet's era,
this manuscript demonstrates the literary evolution and continuity of Persian poetry in the central
regions of Afghanistanfinguistically, it is rich in local dialects and terms alongside Arabic vocabulary.
These features, andi@ifferences will be examined, highlighting the dialectal distinctions of this
manuscript ffom 6ther regions and introducing its specific localized vocabulary, colloquialisms, and the
environmental Anfluences on the poet's language.

Keywords: History of Daykundi literature, Religious poetry of Afghanistan, Mirza Husain Miisavi,
Bayad manuscript.

Y. Introduction

The written and oral history of the Persian cultural sphere in Afghanistan indicates that rulers have
historically shown little affinity for Persian books and written heritage. This cultural policy has caused,
in addition to printed works, the most crucial civilizational heritage of this nation—namely, its
manuscripts—to suffer the most damage. In the past century, a clear plan for reviving manuscripts and
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books, especially cataloguing and surveying them, has not been implemented in Afghanistan. Only
during the Khalq and Parcham governments was a decision made to catalogue manuscripts in
Afghanistan; over a few years, only a small number of manuscripts were published. The fate of other
manuscripts and the libraries of former princes, comprising hundreds of rare titles, remains unknown.
It is possible that among these lost manuscripts are hundreds of precious bayaz and ancient manuscripts
that have been destroyed or are still kept in people's homes, deteriorating due to poor storage conditions.
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In recent investigations, it was discovered that a manuscript bayad by a poet named Mirza Husain
Misavi was brought to Iran by a religious student, but no research has been conducted on it thus far.
Although the manuscript is not very old, it is primarily significant from a material and codicological
perspective within the geography of the Persian language. On the other hand, as a liférary work, it is
interesting for studying the flow of didactic and religious poetry in the central regions of Afghanistan,
both linguistically and in terms of literary features. Hence, this analysis is undertakens

Y. Research Method

This article, written using an analytical-descriptive method, first introduces théwnewly foundimanuscript
bayaz of the unknown Afghan poet from a codicological perspective.dt themtanalyzes the poet's life and
times—a poet living in a specific era and a region deprived of cultural fagilities. Finally, the structural
and content-related features of this manuscript will be analyzed. This will detefimine its content and
structural characteristics, identify the religious and AShura-oriented)(mourning for Imam Husain)
themes of the poems, and establish the place of this manuscript within the corpus of written heritage
and religious poetry.

¥. Findings

This research, conducted using an analytical-descriptiVie method, shows that despite the political and
social deprivations of the poet's era, theymanuscript demofistrates the literary evolution and continuity
of Persian poetry in the central regions of Afghanistan)

The manuscript's content comprises two main parts: didactic literature and religious/Ashura-oriented
literature. Various themes are covered, ififuding divine praise and supplication, praise of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), desctiptions 6f the Infallible Imams (and collectively the Fourteen Infallibles),
complaints about fate and timeycriticiSmg©f opponents, poverty and destitution, references to journeys
to Karbala and Mashhad, less‘ef a child and death of loved ones, reflections on death and belief in the
Resurrection, and religious and ethical beliefs.

Although this bayagz is baﬁly over a hundred years old, comparing it with the present reveals significant
differences, indicating Tanguage and orthographic evolution over the past century. Its writing and script
diff8s from moderfi texts and other manuscripts. The reasons for these orthographic differences may be
numerQus, butsthe most important one relates to the environment of the manuscript production and the
primary seurces used by the scribe and poet. From this perspective, the manuscript, written in the first
half of the Yéth century in Daykundi, possesses specific orthographic features of its time, such as
inconsistency in writing the "madd" (stretched) alif, no distinction in writing the attributive (ezafe) and

indefinite (-1) 'ya', and the use of prepositions interchangeably.

Linguistically, it is rich in dialectal words and local expressions alongside Arabic vocabulary. The
manuscript's dialectal differences from other regions are expressed through its linguistic structures, and
it introduces the specific localized vocabulary, colloquialisms, and environmental influences on the
poet's language.
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Literarily and aesthetically, Mirza Husain MusaV1 s poetry employs literary devices only to an average
degree. This is likely because his audience was primarily common people and those fond of sermons,
who heard the tribulations of the Karbala martyrs from orators, elegy reciters, and panegyrists.

¢, Conclusion

Sayed Mirza Husain Misavi is one of the lesser-known poets of the first half of the Y ¢th century AH in
the Daykundi region of Afghanistan, from whom over a hundred poetic pieces survive in a manuscript
bayad. However, it had not been introduced and analyzed until now. This article attempted to address
the structure and significance of this manuscript. The bayad manuscript has had a tumultuous fate; years
ago, it was brought to Iran by an Afghan immigrant and has not been adequately preserved. Several
leaves at the beginning and end are missing, corners of pages are torn and illegible, and in_some cases,
individuals have written new material over the leaves. Thus, the manuscript is not in perfect ¢endition.
It contains ) * ¥ poetic pieces, encompassing didactic and Ashura-orientgd themes.

The poems use simple language close to prose, heavily influenced by, the loeal dialeet and the
vocabulary of the poet's place of residence. From this viewpoint, the manuscript specifies the linguistic
type of a part of the Persian-speaking geography in the Y ¢th centusy AHNHowever, from a literary
standpoint, especially concerning the use of imagery and literary\devices, it \is of average quality. The
most frequent devices are kenayat (allusions/irony) and metaphors.
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