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Hagiography in the works and poems of Qajar kings and princes

Zahra Alizadeh Birjandi’
Mohammad Mahdi Tabei™

Abstract

The Qajar period is of special importance in the investigation of the history and evolution of
hagiography in Iran for several reasons. Hagiography in this period has special functions in
terms of the development of themes and functions and the social and political status of the
writers, which distinguishes it from other periods of Iran’s history. The approach of Qajar
kings and princes to hagiography is worthy of consideration from various perspectives,
especially from the perspective of ritual literature, historical studies, and religious
anthropology. Due to the importance of this topic, this article tries to analyze the content and
method of hagiography by Qajar kings and princes and examine the place of these works
in ritual literature. This research has been carried out in the framework of interdisciplinary
studies of history and ritual literature, using descriptive-analytical and qualitative methods.
The results of this research show the influence of the status and political base of the king in
the use of concepts and metaphors and the superiority of devotion over seeking legitimacy,
especially in Naser al-Din Shah’s poems.
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Recognizing Pre-Islamic Customs in the Culture of Eyvan County
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Abstract

Customs include ways of life and special habits of a nation or community, which
are a part of cultural assets left as a legacy from the past. This qualitative research
tries to represent the customs and rituals that survived from before Islam in the
public culture of Eyvan County, drawing on library and field research. The sampling
method was snowball, which investigated the customs of Eyvan in its eight villages,
using a semi-structured interview. Then, written documents were used to identify
the relation between field research findings and pre-Islamic customs. The results of
the research, which was conducted over seven months, show that some customs and
beliefs common in Eyvan are the continuation of the same customs which existed
before Islam, which can be classified under six categories: death and funeral,
animals sacrifice, customs related to birth, peace, and war, and customs related to
non-observance of moral issues, among which customs related to death and funeral
are in harmony with pre-Islamic customs more than the other ones because the
belief in the hereafter and the influence of the dead on the lives of the survivors and
the effort to gain their satisfaction were of special importance for ancient people;
therefore, this part of customs has been gradually transferred to the next generations
and has still preserved its status in the culture of Eyvan people.
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Abstract

This article focuses on popular beliefs and rituals of the people of Kermanshah in Ali
Ashraf Darvishian’s stories, a contemporary realist novelists whose works describe social
and cultural conditions of his hometown, Kermanshah. Based on a descriptive-analytical
approach, the writers try to answer these questions: (1) Which popular beliefs and rituals of
Kermanshah have been reflected in the stories of Darvishian? and (2) What is Darvishian’s
purpose behind this? The results show that Darvishian deliberately uses the popular culture
and beliefs of Kermanshah in his stories, especially in the novel Cloudy Years, in order
to make these beliefs well known to the readers and record them forever in the history of
Iran’s literature. This shows the author’s patriotism and keen eye for details as well as the
anthropological value of his works.
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A Study of the Role of Zodiac Constellations in the Rituals and Popular
Beliefs of Iranian People
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Abstract

A comprehensive study of the beliefs of different nations will only be possible by exploring
their myths and early rituals. Ancient civilizations developed with their own special view
to justify the natural disasters around them. The Zodiac and its constellations, as a group
of celestial bodies in the Iranian culture, have always been considered as elements for the
transfer of human destiny from heaven to the Earth. This belief can be found in surviving
Pahlavi texts, and its extension can also be traced in astrological texts or astronomical rules
in the Islamic period. Therefore, the purpose of the research is to study the role of Zodiac
constellations in the rituals and beliefs of Iranian people. The method is qualitative and
descriptive-analytical; library resources and relevant images have also been investigated.
In these texts, different symbols have been attributed to the twelve astrological signs, from
which results have been obtained for the daily actions of people or prophecies have been
made. In addition, in some folk beliefs and customs, the traces of Zodiac constellations and
their external beliefs can also be discovered.
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Content Analysis of Epitaphs in Iran Based on Eight Written Sources
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Abstract

Epitaphs hold significant sociological value for examining public attitudes toward death.
Apart from various rituals held in societies for death, it is a common practice almost all over
the world to compose poems and prose on epitaphs. In the current study, library research
was used to collect 770 epitaphs from eight relevant sources in different regions of Iran and
analyze their content. the content of epitaphs in Iran was scrutinized. The findings reveal that
Iranian epitaphs predominantly feature the following elements: appeal to the Holy Prophet
(PBUH) and the infallible Imams (PBUH), with particular emphasis on Imam Hussein
(PBUH); detailing the occupation of the deceased, both explicitly and through description
of its characteristics; the deceased’s social status, subtly conveyed through verses,
hadiths, and quotations; personal attributes of the deceased, such as age, gender, virtuous
character, and nobility; references to the kind and location of death, including death during
pilgrimages, martyrdom, and the belief in the evil eye; time of death, often intertwined with
appeal to the innocent (PBUH) and aspirations for the deceased to attain heaven. Prayers
are also often integrated into epitaphs, expressing benevolence through for the deceased,
pilgrims visiting the grave, and grieving friends; death has been portrayed as a transition
rather than annihilation through statements announcing the passing; and the selection of
Qur’anic surahs and verses for tomb inscriptions, with a focus on their eschatological
significance, virtues, and properties. Regarding the typology of epitaphs, Persian verses,
Quranic verses, and Arabic phrases exhibited the highest frequency, followed by Persian
sentences, expressions, hadiths, and verses. In summary, these epitaphs underscore the
profound influence of Quranic, Islamic, and Persian poetic traditions, serving as a crucial
thematic element.
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An Analysis of Similarities and Differences in the Narrative Pattern of Quranic Stories
and Aristotelian Dramatic Pattern
Horri Abolfazl®

Abstract

This paper employs a qualitative approach, drawing on primary and secondary historical
sources. It compares and analyzes the similarities and differences between the narrative
patterns of Quranic stories and Aristotle’s Poetics, with a particular focus on the six
components of literary works. The general assumption is that Quranic stories exhibit
literary characteristics. It seems that muthos in Aristotle’s work shares both similarities
and differences with mimesis in Quranic stories. In both Quranic stories and Aristotle’s
Poetics, muthos encompasses the meaning of the story and its narrative style. In Quranic
narratives, the term “qisas” also denotes both the conventional meaning of the story and
the optimal method of storytelling, as noted in the phrase “Ahsan al-Qisas.” Meanwhile, in
Aristotle’s Poetics, muthos pertains to the method of mimesis, character (ethos), thought
(dianoia), spectacle (opsis), as well as aspects such as length, size, beginning, middle, end,
tripartite unity, catharsis, hamartia (tragic flaw), and the transformation of fate from good
to bad, alongside changes in the character’s circumstances and recognition, which share
both similarities and differences with Quranic narrative stories. This paper argues that
although the narrative structure of Quranic stories exhibits a relative correspondence with
certain elements of Aristotle’s proposed narrative framework for tragedy, it also possesses
distinctive characteristics.
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Unity and Disunity in the Old Translations of the Holy Qur’an: A

Comparison of Different Approaches to Translation of Surah al-

Hamd and the Opening Verses of Surah Al-Bagarah in Sourabadi
and Ruh-Al-Janan Interpretations
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Abstract

Thold translations of the Holy Qur’an in Persian language, especially the first interpretations,
represent duality of unity and disunity from the literary and historical perspective. Unity
is manifested in special sensitivity, accuracy and carefulness in translating key words
and fundamental concepts. It is also displayed in fidelity in conveying special meanings
along with choosing the most appropriate words, including verbs, nouns, and adjectives.
Disunity, on the other hand, is seen in exemplification and interpretation, i.e. interpretations
based on religious beliefs and opinions as well as intellectual and ideological-political
differences of various Islamic sects. In this essay, with a descriptive-analytical method
and by analyzing and comparing the translations of Surah Al-Hamd and the first verses of
Surah Al-Bagarah, which can be called the Manifesto of [slam and the Manifesto of Faith,
respectively, in two old commentaries and translations, Abulfotuh Razi and Atiq Sourabadi,
we achieved interesting results in the pathology and the reason to deal with examples of
translated phrases. Finally, we concluded that unity in the translation of the Holy Qur’an
is considered as a prologue to Islamic unity and then the unity of divine religions. The
disunity in translation, on the other hand, preluded religious and theological differences
between Islamic sects, which has been apparent in the first translations of the Qur’an in the
early centuries.
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